
 
 
 

 

Regional Forum Program: Challenging Histories 

 

Saturday 27 July 2019 

 

Royal Society Room 

Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery (TMAG) 

Dunn Place, Hobart 

 

10am 

Coffee and tea 

Alicia Cerreto, President PHA (Vic & Tas), Welcome and acknowledgement of country  

 

10.15am 

Presentation of lightning papers (5-10 minutes each) 

 

Session 1: Challenging the accepted narratives of history 

 

Bec Carland, PHA (Vic & Tas) 
Lost In Tierra del Fuego Translation 

In February 1929, Anthropologist Sir Baldwin Spencer and his secretary and lover, Ms Jean 
Hamilton, travelled to Tierra del Fuego to study the Yaghan people, who they defined as a 
dying race. Two months later, it was Spencer who was dead, of heart failure. Lost and alone, 
it was up to Hamilton to bring the fruit of their ill-fated expedition home to Melbourne. It included 
photographs, cultural objects and detailed notes on the Yaghan people, and their practices. 
These were acquired into the Museums Victoria collection, where they have remained, barely 
touched, for 90 years.  

After Hamilton’s return, English scholars published an account of the expedition, relying 
heavily on her account and Spencer’s diary. While Hamilton worked full-time on the 
publication, she was not named as an author. The book demonstrated typical colonial biases 
of the day, consigning the Yaghan people to an exotic ‘other’, to be analysed at distance. 
Yaghan culture continues to evolve, yet evidence of traditional cultural practices is becoming 
scarcer. The Museums Victoria collection is an important bridge between the Yaghan 
community and their past. However, language and distance have so far prevented meaningful 
knowledge-sharing.  

My challenging history and project seeks to mend the errors and omissions of the past. 
Working directly with Yaghan elders, we seek to awaken the collection here and to be of 
relevance to this geographically, politically and economically isolated and marginalised 
community. The challenges are political, institutional and environmental. It is a crash course 
in decolonisation and a remarkable mirror in which to view our privilege. It would be an honour 
to share the challenges, missteps and learnings with my fellow professional historians. 



 

Helen Munt, PHA (WA) 

‘Raising the (Red) Flag’ 

When asked to provide some advice on the interpretation proposed for the site where the 
Union Jack flag was raised by Major Lockyer to proclaim Albany as a British Colony on 21  

January 1827, I thought I would start with the simple question: ‘So, how do we know this is 
where the flag was actually raised?’ Answer: ‘There’s a sign there’.    

This brief exchange inevitably raised more than just a proverbial red flag; it led to not so much 
revealing hidden histories but, on the contrary, to discovering multiple histories and several 
narratives, challenging the long held belief of the local community, which included the 
descendants of Lockyer and ultimately having to put the brakes on and start from square one. 
On top of this, a new challenge emerged in terms of how to appropriately interpret this historic 
event in the political landscape of the present day – and in the lead up to the bicentenary of 
Western Australia – in a way that is inclusive of and sensitive to the Aboriginal narrative – 
something not really considered even as recently as the 1980s, when that ‘sign’ first went into 
the ground. 

 

Francesca Beddie, PHA (NSW & ACT)  
A multicultural history for a multicultural Australia   

My paper will suggest some other lodes of the past that we might explore now that the 
commemorations for World War I are over; ones that should be more integrated into 
mainstream history, if our national story is to be representative of multicultural Australia.  

 

Michelle Richmond, PHA (NSW & ACT) 

Connections – An Aboriginal family post contact 

This paper is based on research I undertook for a heritage assessment on the first official 
Aboriginal land grant in Australia, and the stories and connections surrounding it, which came 
to light during my research. 

This paper connects the original Blacktown settlement with the first land grant made to 
Aboriginal people in Australia; with Governor Macquarie’s early attempts to educate and 
westernise the Aboriginal children; with the Aboriginal Mission at La Perouse; with concerned 
wealthy philanthropists and educators who wished to assist aboriginal people; and with an 
Aboriginal girl called Maria Lock who was the most successful graduate of Macquarie’s Native 
Institution. 

 

10.45am – 11am  

Question time  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11am 

Session 2: Challenges we face in our work as professional historians 

 

Helen Penrose, PHA (Vic & Tas)   

Facing the ‘blue sky’ challenge 

During the last ten years or so, clients have increasingly demanded positive marketing 
outcomes of commissioned history projects. Yet histories with bumps or the occasional grey 
cloud do not always conform to the ‘blue sky’ image that marketers wish to project. How should 
professional historians face this challenge? How far should they allow marketers to influence 
a project? Drawing on examples gathered over many years, Helen Penrose will explore this 
topic and share strategies which require negotiation, courage and sometimes dramatic action.  

 

Alan Davis, PHA (NT)  

Finding a way through an empty past.  

At Northern Territory Library, I receive a significant number of reference queries from interstate 
and overseas visitors with an ancestral link to the Northern Territory.  Like many frontier 
regions, the Territory's past lies buried and the narrative can be scant. You never know what 
you might uncover. 

 

Lucy Bracey, PHA (Vic & Tas) 

Challenges for historians in regional areas 

Lucy Bracey is a historian with Way Back When Consulting Historians. She grew up living and 
working in Melbourne, but in the last 4 years has spent time living in Montana (USA) and now 
resides in the Victorian regional town of Ballarat. She will reflect on the challenges of working 
as a historian remotely, and some of the technologies and workplace practices that have made 
this possible. 

 

Michelle Blake, PHA (Vic & Tas) 

A victim of history: when a subject lives outside the date rage of sources 

Last year I was approached by a client to research the history of a property he owned in 
Hobart. He was interested in when the building was constructed and the original owner, who 
was possibly a convict, and wanted more information about the series of owners. I have a 
particular love of land title research but since the archive has been digitised, it has become a 
lot less fun. This enquiry seemed like a relatively simple task. Tasmania has most of the 
conduct records for convicts available online and Trove is always a wonderful resource.  

However, everywhere I looked I could not find anything. Francis Tynan, the original owner of 
the property, seemed to live outside the date range of the sources that were available. The 
land grant wasn’t registered, he arrived before Assignment records were kept and I discovered 
the early conduct records did not survive. If it wasn’t for his character and reputation, nothing 
would have been known of him at all. This lightning paper will discuss the issues I encountered, 
how I resolved them, and address the challenges of insufficient source material that can lead 
you to unexpected findings. 

 

 

 



Sue Graham-Taylor PHA (WA) 

Reflections on the challenges faced during a career in history 

Sue will reflect on a career as a historian and the skills and qualities demanded by a historian 
over the course of that career.  

 

Alicia Cerreto and Jill Barnard, PHA (Vic & Tas)  

‘Whose history is it?’ 

Alicia and Jill will discuss some of the challenges faced in trying to balance responsibilities 
and expectations when preparing histories of child welfare organisations.  

 

11.45am – 12pm  

Question time 

 

12pm – 1pm  

Lunch (provided by the TMAG café) and an opportunity for further discussion in the Royal 
Society Room 

 

1pm – 2pm  

Special guest Dr Julie Gough, artist and Curator, Indigenous Cultures at TMAG 

Dr Gough will guide us through her current exhibition TENSE PAST, which interrogates 
colonial history and the impact of colonisation on Tasmania’s first people – then and now. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


