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HISTORIC MELBOURNE
DISCOVERY TOUR MAP

LEGEND

DIRECTIONS/STOPS

NO.1 FLINDERS STREET STATION

NO.5 MADAME BRUSSELS LANE

NO.8 SPRING ST/WELLINGTON PDE
DISEMBARK AND  WALK THROUGH 
TREASURY GARDENS

NO.7 NICHOLSON ST/ALBERT ST
CATCH A TRAM

NO.2 - STOP 1 
BURKE & WILLS MONUMENT

NO.4 - STOP 2 
CHINESE MUSEUM

NO.6 - STOP 3 
MELBOURNE'S LITTLE LON PRECINCT

NO.9 - STOP 4 
THE SCARRED TREE

NO.10 - STOP 5 
THE FAIRIES TREE

TRAM STOPS

PLAYGROUNDS

TOILETS

WALKING PATH

INFORMATION

TRAIN STATIONS

NO.3 CHINATOWN
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1. Bustling Flinders Street Station during the 1920s

START Flinders 
Street Station

Location: Corner of Flinders Street and 
Swanston Street, outside Flinders Street Station

Flinders Street Station was opened in 1910 based on a design by 
Railways Department employees James Fawcett (an architect) and 
HPC Ashworth (an engineer). The site was used as a station in 1854, 
becoming Australia’s first steam rail station.

Above the station’s platforms there are many vacant rooms 
previously used by railway employees. These spaces included a 
billiard room, gymnasium and library. A large ballroom seating 400 
people entertained guests with theatre performances, films, dances 
and formal dinners. A fully staffed nursery also assisted mothers 
travelling to the city with their children.

Since its construction, the station has been central to Melbourne’s 
public transport system and a popular meeting place ‘under the 
clocks’. Over 100,000 people pass through the station each day. 

Directions: Walk one block north along Swanston Street to Collins Street.
Estimated time: 5 minutes

1.
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2. Exploring expedition leaves Royal Park in 1860 by TW Cameron
3. The funeral procession for Burke and Wills in 1863
4. Portrait of Robert Burke and William Wills by T Cousins

STOP 
ONE

Burke and 
Wills Monument

Location: Corner Collins Street 
and Swanston Street

Robert Burke and William Wills (seated) were Victoria’s heroes. In  
August 1860 Burke led a party of men, camels and horses to attempt 
to cross the centre of Australia. They were given a public farewell from 
Royal Park in Melbourne.

In 1861 Burke and Wills became the first non-Aboriginal people to 
cross Australia from the south to the north, but when they returned 
to their camp in Coopers Creek they found the rest of their expedition 
had already left. Food had been buried for them under a tree but 
the explorers never found it. Burke, Wills and Charlie Gray died of 
starvation and exhaustion.

A rescue party found John King, the sole survivor, who had been cared 
for by the Yandruwandhra people. The bodies of Burke and Wills were 
returned to Melbourne and a massive funeral procession wound 
through the streets of Melbourne to the Melbourne General Cemetery.

This statue of the explorers was installed by public demand in 1865. 
Can you see parts of the Burke and Wills story in the pictures at the 
base of the statue? How many animals are there?

More information about Burke and Wills:
http://www.cv.vic.gov.au/stories/burke-and-wills-then-and-now/

4.

3.2.

http://www.cv.vic.gov.au/stories/burke-and-wills-then-and-now/
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Chinatown

Next Walk: 10 Minutes
Directions: Cross Collins Street and continue walking north along 
Swanston Street with the Melbourne Town Hall on your right. Continue 
walking for a block and a half, then turn right into Little Bourke Street. 
You have reached Chinatown.

Next Walk: 10 Minutes
Directions: Continue walking along Little Bourke Street for about a 
block and a half, cross Russell Street and stop at Cohen Place.

Melbourne’s Chinatown

Melbourne’s Chinatown area, first occupied by Chinese arrivals in 
1853, is the oldest continuously operating Chinatown outside Asia. In 
its heyday – the 1890s and 1900s – it extended along Little Bourke 
Street and its lanes from Swanston Street up to Spring Street. There 
were Chinese associations, churches, general stores, herbalists, 
newspapers, cafes, furniture factories and fruit and vegetable 
wholesalers. Many of the bananas imported from Queensland were 
ripened in special rooms in Chinatown. As you walk along Little Bourke 
Street you can still see some of the old buildings and businesses.

5.

5. Etching of Chinese unpacking goods outside the 
Num Pon Soon building, Chinese Museum Collection
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6. Crowds around Chinese Mission of the Epiphany, 
early 20th century, Chinese Museum Collection

Chinese New Year 
Dragon Dance

STOP 
TWO

Chinese 
Museum

Location: 22 Cohen Place

On your left is a beautiful red and gold archway and beyond it is a red-
brick warehouse that is now the Chinese Museum. More information 
about the history of Chinatown is available in a free display on the 
ground floor of the Museum. You can even peek in and see the 
Millennium Dragon who parades during Chinese New Year. 

At the base of the archway are two marble lions. Can you tell which 
one is female? (Hint: she is a mother lion.)

More information: Chinese Museum open 10am to 5pm every 
day. Admission: adults $7.50, children & concession card 
holders $5.50, families $20.50 (2 adults and up to 4 children) 
http://www.chinesemuseum.com.au/

6.

http://www.chinesemuseum.com.au
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ArNKGf7tVOI
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7. Little Leichardt Street in the Little Lon Precinct, 1950

Madame Brussels Lane 

Next Walk: 10 Minutes
Directions: Walk through the laneway alongside the Chinese Museum 
out onto Lonsdale Street. Turn right, and continue to Exhibition 
Street. Cross Exhibition Street, then turn left and cross over Lonsdale 
Street to the other side. Continue walking east along Lonsdale Street 
towards Spring Street until you reach Madame Brussels Lane. Walk 
through Madame Brussels Lane and into a sheltered courtyard. Turn 
right and you will see Casselden Place.

7.



MAP

8. Corner Burton Street and Cumberland Place 
in the Little Lon Precinct, 1950

STOP 
THREE

Melbourne’s 
‘Little Lon’ Precinct

Locations: Brick Cottage – 17 Casselden Place
Urban Workshop – 50 Lonsdale Street
Former Black Eagle Hotel – 42–44 Lonsdale Street

On your left you will see examples of the workers’ cottages that once 
filled this area. ‘Little Lon’ was a neighbourhood that developed in 
the mid-nineteenth century. Today, its main streets survive, but most 
of the buildings in the network of lanes and alleyways have long 
since disappeared. Crowded with cottages, small shops, hotels and 
other little businesses, this corner of town once supported a diverse 
mix of people. The neighbourhood gradually gave way to clothing 
and furniture factories, warehouses and some of the city’s more 
disreputable businesses. 

Walk back to the courtyard. Several displays here offer information 
about ‘Little Lon’ in the past. Dotted around are displays giving more 
information about this time. Can you find them all? In the centre of the 
courtyard are the remains of an ancient River Red Gum tree.

This was the site of Victoria’s largest archaeological dig and, if you are 
here on a business day, you can walk back to Lonsdale Street through 
the foyer of the Urban Workshop office tower where many of the dig’s 
artefacts are on display. As you come out into Lonsdale Street the 
former Black Eagle Hotel is on your left. Built in 1850, it is the oldest 
surviving building in the Little Lon area.

8.

Excavating Little Lon

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6sEgwohg6k&feature=youtu.be
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9. Crowd watching a parade of Melbourne trams in 1911

Nicholson Street/Albert Street
Catch a tram

Next Walk: 5 Minutes
Directions: Walk left up Lonsdale Street to Nicholson Street. Wait at 
the tram stop for the City Circle Tram (route 35) – a free service that 
runs in a loop around the city. Catch the tram travelling in a clockwise 
direction. After two stops, get off at the corner of Spring Street and 
Flinders Street. City Circle Trams operate every 12 minutes. Travel 
time should be approximately 7 minutes.

Melbourne’s Trams

Trams are a Melbourne icon. Melbourne’s tram system originated 
during the 1880s boom when the Melbourne Tramways and Omnibus 
Company opened the first cable line. Cable tram routes soon travelled
across most of the expanding city. Local councils slowly joined 
together to build a system of electric trams. Drivers and conductors 
were all men until World War II, when the first women conductors 
were hired. As cars became more popular, many tram systems were 
abandoned in Australia and around the world. Melbourne has retained 
its distinctive public transport.

More information: City Circle trams run approximately every 
12 minutes 10am–6pm Sunday to Wednesday and 10am–9pm 
Thursday to Saturday. The City Circle Tram passes places of 
interest including Old Melbourne Gaol, Parliament House and 
the Immigration Museum with an audio commentary. The full 
loop takes approximately 45 minutes.
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/route/view/1112

9.
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Melbourne’s Cable 
Trams in the 1940s

http://ptv.vic.gov.au/route/view/1112
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tuUoY0gOT_U
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10. Treasury Gardens in full bloom, 1906

Spring Street/Wellington Parade
Disembark and walk through Treasury Gardens

Next Walk: 15 Minutes
Directions: Get off the tram, cross Spring Street and walk into the 
Treasury Gardens, following the paved path. When you have finished 
exploring these gardens, cross Lansdowne Street and continue into 
the Fitzroy Gardens. On your left you will see a conservatory. Continue 
walking straight ahead, passing Cook’s Cottage on your right. You will 
see a large tree stump in the grass.

10.

Treasury Gardens

Designed by Clement Hodgkinson, the Treasury Gardens were 
established in 1867. Since their creation, the gardens have featured 
many plants and flowers, including a Japanese garden built around 
the pond in 1902 that was demolished in 1948.

The gardens are home to many animals. Magpie Larks fly around 
searching for insects during the day, while brushtail possums roam 
at night. Looking around, can you see any animals?

As you walk along the paths, you might come across statues and 
memorials dedicated to John F Kennedy, Scottish poet Robert Burns 
and philanthropist William John Clarke. A horse trough from the 
1920s–1930s also stands between Wellington Parade and Lansdowne 
Street.
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11. Sketch of Aboriginal people surveying the 
new town of Melbourne in 1840 by E Noyce
12. Woiwurrung bark canoe, Melbourne, c.1860s, 
photographed by Jon Augier. Source Museum Victoria

STOP 
FOUR

Scarred 
Tree

Location: Fitzroy Gardens

This scarred tree is a preserved piece of Aboriginal history. Aboriginal 
people stripped bark from trees to create items such as canoes, 
shields, food and water containers and baby carriers. The tree 
continued to grow but with a scar as you can see here.

For thousands of years the land we know as Melbourne has been 
inhabited by Aboriginal people from the Boonwurrung and Woiwurrung 
communities. Food and fresh water were plentiful in this environment. 
Along with the Yarra River, billabongs and swamps were teeming with 
wildlife including birds, frogs, eels and fish. The trees and plant life 
played a vital role in Aboriginal daily life and culture. Other than bark, 
what else do you think would have been used by Aboriginal people in 
their everyday life? (Hint: think about cooking, clothing, weapons, etc.)

With the arrival of European settlers in the 1830s, however, the 
Aboriginal way of life began to rapidly decline. The Aboriginal people 
suffered terribly at the hands of the Europeans, and were pushed 
further away from the city area as more and more of their land was 
taken from them.

More information: You can find out more about Aboriginal 
Melbourne by visiting The Koorie Heritage Trust, 295 King 
Street, Melbourne, open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday and 
10am - 4pm Saturday Entry: voluntary gold coin donation.
http://www.koorieheritagetrust.com/

Next Walk: 5 Minutes
Directions: Walk back towards Cook’s Cottage, but just before you    
get there turn right along the path and follow the signs to the model 
Tudor Village.

12.
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http://www.koorieheritagetrust.com/
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13. Ola Cohn at work carving the Fairies’ Tree, c. 1934
14. Ola Cohn conversing with one of her junior critics

STOP 
FIVE

The 
Fairies’ Tree

Location: Fitzroy Gardens

This tree was carved as a gift to the children of Melbourne eighty years 
ago by the artist and sculptor Ola Cohn. She wanted it to be ‘a place 
that will make everyone happy, however sad and weary they may be at
heart’. Ola worked on her tree for three years – come rain or shine, 
with bee stings, ant bites and lots of people stopping by to watch – and 
by the time she finished in 1934 she had carved 170 native animals, 
gnomes, imps and fairies into the trunk. She wrote three children’s 
books to tell their story. Even Queen Elizabeth read those books when 
she was a little girl.

Some of the characters are based on members of Ola’s own family – 
there is even a character for Ola herself. Her name is Blossom and 
you can see her near the bottom of the tree with her hand up to her 
eyes, surveying her handiwork. You might also see the spider, who 
has spun a giant web over the entrance to the cave where the bunyip 
lives. The eagle is stealing an imp, and the emu is doing exercises 
so that he can learn how to fly. But the hero in the tree is Stoutheart.  
Can you see him riding his frog through the forest? He is searching 
for help to save the fairies’ magical home from human destruction.

14.

13.

Melbourne now 
and then!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yNp5dCZ4GtA
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