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Dear Mr Bandt 
 
I am writing to draw your attention to recent changes to Commonwealth funding 
that will affect local history and heritage. 
 
The Professional Historians Association (Victoria) is very concerned to discover that 
there is now no current national funding scheme to provide grants for community 
heritage organisations or to assist community and private owners of heritage 
properties. 
 
As a result of the Chaplains case (Williams v Commonwealth), the Commonwealth 
Environment Department (which includes Heritage) can no longer provide funding 
for community bodies including local historical societies and private heritage sites. 
Only those heritage sites on the National Heritage List can be funded. This means 
there are now hundreds of groups and projects just within Victoria that are now 
without funding or opportunities for future grants. 
 
The Professional Historians Association (Victoria) is very concerned about the 
impact this will have on the future preservation and continuation of local history and 
heritage. 
 
All is not lost, however. The Commonwealth Minister for Heritage, the Hon. Greg 
Hunt, has suggested the establishment of a National Lottery, similar to the one in 
operation in the UK. The profits from this would be used to support heritage and the 
arts, including making grants available for community heritage and history. There is 
every indication that this would be just as successful in Australia as it is in the UK. 
The Professional Historians Association (Victoria) supports this proposal and urges 
you to support it too. 
 
On behalf of the Professional Historians Association (Victoria), I look forward to your 
swift and positive response. 
 
Regards, 
 
Lucy Bracey 
 
President 
Professional Historians Association (Victoria) 
 


