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PHA (Vic)
PROVisualiser Presentation
When:  2:30-3:30pm,  
 Wednesday 3 May 2017
Where:  Melbourne Museum,  
 Nicholson Street, Carlton
FREE one-hour professional development session hosted 
at Melbourne Museum for PHA (Vic) members and 
museum researchers. Speaker Asa Letourneau, Online 
Engagement Officer at Public Record Office Victoria 
(PROV), will present PROV's new visualisation tool.
This is the first high-level archival data visualisation 
tool in Australia. Whilst many of us are high-level users 
of archives, particularly PROV, this is a very interesting 
insight into the archival hive mind and how to use the tool 
to hack into it.

Royal Historical Society of Victoria
Australia’s Worst 24 Hours: the Disaster 
of Fromelles
When:  Tuesday 18 April 2017  
 Drinks 5.15pm / Lecture 5.45pm
Where:  Royal Historical Society of Victoria,  
 239 A’Beckett Street, Melbourne
Cost:  RHSV members free.  
 Non-members $10.00

Dr Ross McMullin, the biographer of Brigadier-General 
Pompey Elliott, who was a key figure at Fromelles, will 
address the fundamental questions about the fiasco. 

How did such a catastrophe occur?  
What were they trying to achieve?  
Where does the blame for the disaster lie?  
Could, or did, anyone try to stop it? 

Ross will answer these and other questions, explain how 
the battle became relatively little known, and discuss 
the developments that have transformed perceptions of 
Fromelles in recent years. His most recent book, Farewell, 
Dear People: Biographies of Australia’s Lost Generation, 
which includes extended biographies of three remarkable 
Australians who were at Fromelles, was awarded the 
Prime Minister’s Prize for Australian History and the 
National Cultural Award. 
For more details, see the RHSV website.

State Library Victoria
One object, many stories: Medieval flea
When:  31 May 2017, 6:00pm–7:00pm
Where:  Village Roadshow Theatrette,  
 State Library Victoria
Cost:  Free
Bookings:  Book online
Phone:  03 8664 7099
Email:  inquiries@slv.vic.gov.au 

The Library houses two million books, pictures, 
documents, maps and artefacts from across the ages ... 
come and discover their stories!
Learn about the flea trapped in a medieval manuscript 
for 700 years until it was discovered by one of our 
conservators.
Presenters include Library conservator Katrina Ben and 
History of the Book librarian Dr Anna Welch

What's on in History
History Council of Victoria and 
Monash University
Making Public Histories Seminar Series
Reinterpreting Heritage Houses: Re-imagining Rippon 
Lea
When:  Tuesday 2 May 2017 at 6pm-7:30pm
Where:  Old Treasury Building,  
 20 Spring Street, Melbourne
Cost:  FREE. Bookings essential.

This year the National Trust is planning the 
reinterpretation of Rippon Lea House and Garden, 
Australia’s largest surviving nineteenth-century suburban 
estate. But has the house museum model become out-of-
date? Martin Green (Cultural Engagement Manager, The 
National Trust of Australia, Victoria) looks at what house 
museums must do to engage contemporary audiences 
in their story and survive in the increasingly competitive 
tourism landscape.

Graeme Davison (Monash Emeritus Professor and 
Melbourne historian) and Linda Young (Deakin Senior 
Lecturer in Cultural Heritage & Museum Studies and 
author of a new history of Historic House Museums in 
the United Kingdom & the United States), will respond 
to the Rippon Lea plan and what it says about the 
prospects for re-interpreting heritage houses in Australia 
today. This seminar is presented as part of the 2017 
Heritage Festival. 
Bookings available at History Council Victoria website.

Murder at the Mansion
When:  29 April, 5:55pm-11:30pm
Where:  Barwon Park Mansion, Winchelsea
Cost:  Tickets $150 
 Book here

You are invited to a themed murder mystery dinner with 
a dramatic plot, in one of Australia’s finest mansions, 
Barwon Park Mansion, Winchelsea. Enjoy professionally 
paired wines with canapés and a two-course gourmet 
dinner in a historical mansion.

Scandal, lies, cheating and several of the deadly sins 
are revealed at some stage during the evening while it 
is the role of the guests to decipher the means, motive 
and opportunity by first figuring out who are actors and 
questioning what their role in the plot may be.

Fully immerse yourself in the drama as actors and 
guests mingle amongst each other during the evening. 
Do you have the detective skills to deduce who is not 
who they say they are and uncover the means, motive 
and opportunity they may have for murder?

What’s Included? – Professionally paired wines 
with canapés and a two-course gourmet dinner in 
a historical mansion – Watch and participate in a 
dramatic plot that unfolds around you

National Trust of Australia (Victoria)
Australian Heritage Festival 2017
Having A Voice Series:  
Writing Women—Historical Non-Fiction with Liz Conor
When:  30 April, 10am-4pm
Colonialism is inescapable in Australian historical non-
fiction. Join the National Trust and Writers Victoria to 
discover the intricacies of writing historical non-fiction in 
this special ‘Having a Voice’ Series.

Rather than a two-way exchange, colonial history 
is enmeshed, where settler-actors imposed mostly 
negative impacts on Indigenous Australians. How can 
we write about these relations without reinscribing those 
positions, of privilege and disadvantage? Is it ethical for 
white women to write about racism when they’ve never 
experienced it themselves? Presented by Writers Victoria 
and the National Trust of Australia (VIC).
You will learn:

 x the recourse of persistence
 x the pleasures of archival entombing 
 x how structure reveals itself 
 x standpoint, consultation, collaboration and ethics of 

colonial historicising 
 x visual sources and the revelations of context

Liz Conor is an ARC Future Fellow at La Trobe University, 
the author of Skin Deep: Settler Impressions of Aboriginal 
Women and The Spectacular Modern Woman: Feminine 
Visibility in the 1920s. She is the editor of Aboriginal 
History and a columnist at ‘New Matilda’.

http://www.historycouncilvic.org.au/reinterpreting_heritage_houses
http://www.historychttp//www.historycouncilvic.org.au/reinterpreting_heritage_housesouncilvic.org.au/reinterpreting_heritage_houses
http://www.historyvictoria.org.au/rhsvevents/whats-on
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/event/australian-heritage-festival-2017-murder-at-the-mansion/
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The Battles of Bullecourt: Centenary Event
Presenter:  Dr David Coombes
When:  Saturday 13 May, 12 noon
Where:  Education Centre,  
 Shrine of Remembrance 
Cost:  $5. Book here

Shrine of Remembrance
Flagship
When:  6 April 2017, 6pm
Where:  Education Centre, Shrine of Remembrance
Cost:  $5. Book here 

During the Second World War, heavy cruiser HMAS 
Australia II protected Australia’s borders, trawled the 
Atlantic for German battleships and served alongside US 
forces in the Pacific where she survived both the Battle of 
the Coral Sea and the Battle of Leyte Gulf. She withstood 
mutiny, the first murder on an Australian war ship and 
multiple kamikaze attacks. Join journalist and author 
Mike Carlton as he delves into the intriguing history of the 
last ship to bear Australia’s name.

Maryborough Talk: The Issue That Divided a Nation
Presenter: Dr Joan Beaumont
When:  Thursday 20 April, 2pm 
Where:  Maryborough Town Hall, Clarendon Street, 
 Maryborough, Victoria 
Cost:  Entry by donation. Book here

The Australian debates about conscription for overseas 
service in World War I were unique. Conscription was 
adopted by almost all other countries fighting the war, 
including Britain, Canada and New Zealand. Australia 
was the only country to put the issue to popular vote, and 
to reject conscription, if only by narrow margins. Why was 
Australia different? Why did the Hughes government fail 
where other governments has succeeded? And what was 
the impact of the defeat of conscription on Australia’s war 
effort and its later political culture?

A special commemorative service and public program 
will be held to mark the centenary of the Battles of 
Bullecourt. An 11am wreath laying in the Sanctuary 
will be followed by a special talk by Bullecourt expert 
and author Dr David Coombes in the Shrine Education 
Centre. Spaces are limited so make sure to book your 
ticket.

Oral History Victoria
Advanced Workshop 1A: Editing oral history audio with Audacity

When:  8 April, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Where:  Emerald Hill Library, 195 Bank St,  
 South Melbourne 
Cost:  Registration – Members $60,  
 Non-members $100  
 (includes cost of OHV membership),  
 Student/Concession $30.

 Register here
This workshop is designed for the novice or professional 
oral historian looking to improve their skills in editing 
and presentation of recorded interviews. Sarah Rood, 
professional historian from Way Back When Consulting 
Historians, will guide you through this process using the 
Mac/PC compatible program ‘Audacity’.

In this workshop you will learn:
 x Basic recording skills
 x An overview of the many things Audacity can do
 x How to edit an interview to suit your purpose
 x Hands on practice with the software

Please bring with you:
 x Your digital recording device and the appropriate 

cables/connection/card reader. We will be creating 
a sound file for you to edit on the day, so this is 
imperative!

 x Your laptop with Audacity already loaded – please 
be sure to check that once downloaded, you 
have installed it successfully and that it opens on 
your computer. There will be a large practical 
component that will involve using Audacity on your 
laptop, so to get the most out of this workshop, 
please ensure you have installed the software and 
checked that it works.

Audacity can be downloaded here:
PC:   http://www.audacityteam.org/download/windows/
Mac: http://www.audacityteam.org/download/mac/

If you don’t bring/install the above items you will not be 
able to participate fully in the workshop.

Morning and afternoon tea are provided but you will 
need to either bring or purchase your own lunch.

OHV reserves the right to cancel this event in the 
case of unforeseen circumstances, in which case a full 
refund will be made. Otherwise OHV maintains a strict 
‘no refund’ policy.

Yarra Ranges Regional Museum

Photographer Bob Hall, Christchurch, New Zealand,  
CC BY-SA 2.0 via Wikimedia Commons

Curator Floor Talk: Convicts Compared
When:  Thu 27 April, 2017
Where:  Yarra Ranges Regional Museum,  
 35-37 Castella Street, Lilydale
Cost:  Free. Book here
Delve deeper and ask the difficult questions at our free 
curator floor talks. Learn about the latest exhibition, or 
see our most amazing objects up close.

In this session, Curator Collections and former 
Norfolk Island resident John Petersen draws on the 
insights of the current exhibition ‘A Convict in the 
Family?’ to explore the lives of convicts beyond loaves 
of bread and lashes. What was life really like?

http://www.shrine.org.au/Visit-the-Shrine/Talks-and-Events/Flagship
http://www.shrine.org.au/Visit-the-Shrine/Talks-and-Events/Maryborough-Talk--The-Issue-That-Divided-a-Nation
http://www.shrine.org.au/Visit-the-Shrine/Talks-and-Events/The-Battles-of-Bullecourt--Centenary-Event
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/advanced-workshop-1a-editing-oral-history-audio-with-audacity-tickets-31772697995
http://ach.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/Whats_On/Curator_Floor_Talk_Convicts_Compared#.WNTPO7Z97BI
http://www.audacityteam.org/download/windows/
http://www.audacityteam.org/download/mac/
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The University of Melbourne
1965: Distorting memory against democracy, 
reviving memory for empathy. Film screening.
Image: distorting memory
When:  Tuesday 4 April, 5:45pm - 9:30pm
Where:  Room 353 (Interactive Cinema Space),  
 North Wing, Arts West 
 Book here

5.45pm-6.50pm: Lecture: 1965 and the emergence of 
rightist populism in Indonesia?
This talk will analyse the emergence of right wing populist 
activity starting with the hostile response to the Indonesian 
Peoples Tribunal (IPT) in 2015 and the government 
sponsored national symposium on the 1965 "tragedy" up 
until the current mobilisations against Governor Basuki 
Tjahaya Purnama. 

7.30pm-9.30pm: Screening and discussion of Silent 
Song of the Genjer Flowers: theatre, memory and women 
with Faiza Mardzoeki.

Nyanyi Sunyi Kembang-Kembang Genjer is a 
play focused on the experiences in prison - and after 
release - of women arrested in 1965. It is based on 
extensive interviews with survivors and library and 
archival research. It was performed in Jakarta to packed 
audiences in 2014 and widely reviewed in the press 
and social media. It is now published as a book. A 
professionally produced film of the stage play will be 
screened followed by a Q&A session with the playwright 
and producer-director.

Supper will be provided between the lecture and the 
screening. Registration is essential.

This event is sponsored by the Asia Institute, Herb 
Feith Foundation and the Indonesia Forum.

Feminographies: Narrating the Female 
Self in the Feminist Age
Free Public Lecture
When:  Tuesday 4 April, 7:00pm - 8:00pm
Where:  Kathleen Fitzpatrick Theatre,  
 Professor's Walk 
 Book here
Life story telling has become a central plank of our 
confessional age as well as a key methodology of 
modern histories whether via the written autobiography, 
the oral history, or the self telling made possible by new 

forms of media. In the last 20 
years there has been a sea-
change in the willingness of 
people to tell their stories and 
a related shift in women’s 
ability and facility to tell 
narratives with authenticity 
at their core. In oral histories 
in particular we are able to 
hear women owning their 
voices and the stories those 

voices tell. 
This 2017 Kathleen Fitzpatrick History Lecture 

introduces and explores the concept of feminography — 
the modern phenomenon of feminist narration of a life 
which is self validating as well as creating a genre of life 
story telling that authorises others to do the same.

Presenter: Professor Lynn Abrams, Professor of 
Modern History and Head of the School of Humanities 
at the University of Glasgow

Geelong Gallery
Abstraction: celebrating Australian women 
abstract artists
25 February to 07 May 2017

Drawn from the extensive collection of the National 
Gallery of Australia, this exhibition reveals the 
astounding contribution Australian women artists have 
made to abstract art. Covering the work of 38 artists 
from a wide ranging period, the exhibition reveals a 
passion for colour, shape and rhythm and a dedication 
to experimentation and conceptual innovation. Includes 
works by Margaret Preston, Dorrit Black, Grace Crowley, 
Anne Dangar through to Inge King, Yvonne Audette, 
Margo Lewers, Janet Dawson and Melinda Harper, 
among others.

The Lagoon and Barges, Venice by Sir Arthur Streeton. Zinc 
etching. 25.5 x 35.5cm.

Queenscliff Gallery & Workshop
Streeton Prints
QG&W has the great pleasure in presenting this 
exhibition of never previously published etchings by 
Sir Arthur Streeton (posthumously printed by Theo 
Mantalvanos at QG&W).

Together with the 11 etchings, QG&W will exhibit 
the discovered zinc and copper plates, initial proofs 
and other related works kindly loaned from the Streeton 
family members.

Streeton Prints aims to demonstrate the legacy of an 
artist such as Sir Arthur Streeton. Nine resident artists will 
work in the gallery to show their influence, while others 
create contemporary works especially for the exhibition.

The exhibition will be made possible with the support 
and collaboration of the Streeton family members and 
QG&W represented artists (by residency): Joel Wolter, 
Philip Davey, Emmy Mavroidis, Adam Nudelman, 
Amanda Firenze, Michelle Joy Caithness, Soula 
Mantalvanos, Andrew Weatherill and James Pasakos

Johnston Collection
Dressing for The Camera 
Photography and the colonial portrait with Laura Jocic 
When:  Wednesday 17 May 2017,  
 10.00 am to 11.30 am  
Where:  The Johnston Collection, Melbourne
Cost:  $20 
 Book here 

Paterson Bros., Melbourne (photographer), Young woman 
wearing a crinoline, circa 1862, albumen print, Private collection

The invention of photography allowed a wide range of 
people, who previously could not afford to commission 
a painter, to have their portraits taken. Surviving images 
of 19th century Australian settlers provide an insight into 
changing styles of dress and the nuances in the way 
garments and accessories were worn. 

Dressed for the camera, many of these portraits also 
unlock stories of emigration and the role photography 
played in maintaining ties with families who had been 
divided through emigration. 

LAURA JOCIC is undertaking a PhD at the University 
of Melbourne, researching dress and its role in 
Australian colonial society. She was formerly a curator 
in the department of Australian Fashion and Textiles at 
the National Gallery of Victoria where she curated a 
number of exhibitions including ‘Australian Made: 100 
Years of Fashion’. In 2016 Laura curated the exhibition 
‘LOUIS KAHAN – art, theatre, fashion’ for the Town Hall 
Gallery, Hawthorn. 

http://nga.gov.au/
http://qgw.com.au/product-tag/streeton-prints/
http://qgw.com.au/product-tag/streeton-prints/
https://www.johnstoncollection.org/lectures
http://arts.unimelb.edu.au/events/details?event=8306
http://arts.unimelb.edu.au/events/details?event=8305


PHAROS Next Edition  
June/July 2017

Copy Deadline for next issue: 
Friday 19 May 

Please send material to 
pharos@phavic.org.au

If you have an idea about content or 
contributions we would love to hear it! 

Letters to the Editor are always welcome as 
are articles, book or conference reviews, 

members' news, milestones, works in 
progress etc – we want to hear from 

you ! 
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The Wheeler Centre
Dark Emu 
Bruce Pascoe and Tony Birch in Conversation
When:  Wednesday 10 May 2017,  
 6.15pm-7.15pm
Where:  The Wheeler Centre, Melbourne
Cost:  Free 
 Book here

Myths about the lives of pre-colonial Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people have proven deeply 
entrenched. But in his 2014 book Dark Emu, Bruce 
Pascoe struck a grievous blow to one of the most widely 
accepted assumptions of Australian pre-settlement 
history. He argued, and presented robust evidence 
drawn from the journals of European explorers, that 
Indigenous people were not hunter-gatherers at the time 
of colonisation.

‘The evidence insists that Aboriginal people right 
across the continent were using domesticated plants, 
sowing, harvesting, irrigating and storing – behaviours 
inconsistent with the hunter-gatherer tag,’ he has said.
Dark Emu, which won Book of the Year at the 2016 
NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, also challenges existing 
narratives around housing construction, cooking and 
clothing prior to European settlement.
In conversation with Tony Birch, Pascoe will discuss the 
writing, research and reception of his groundbreaking, 
celebrated book. What does challenging the past of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people mean for the 
present?
This event will be Auslan interpreted.
Presented in partnership with Yirramboi.

Not seen, not heard: the hidden stolen 
Generation
When:  Wednesday 17 May 2017,  
 6.15pm-7.15pm
Where:  The Wheeler Centre
Cost:  Free 
 Book here. Booking fast!

In 2008, when Kevin Rudd made his historic apology 
to the Stolen Generations of Indigenous Australians, he 
envisaged ‘a future where this parliament resolves that the 
injustices of the past must never, never happen again.’
Since that speech, the number of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children in out-of-home care has surged 
by an appalling 65 per cent. Today there are nearly 
1700 Indigenous kids living in out-of-home care; they 
are nine times more likely than non-Indigenous kids to be 
removed from their parents.
We’ll explore the attitudes and policies that lead to child 
removals, and the thinking behind these practices. How 
does systemic discrimination lead to child removal? How 
are Indigenous leaders shaping the conversation and 
bringing change? Join us for a discussion of a critical 
issue for all Australians.
Presented in partnership with the Family Matters 
campaign.

Presenters: Natalie Lewis, Andrew Jackomos, Muriel Bamblett

Stonnington History Centre 
Streets where we live: From crown land to 
conservation
Last days, Exhibition open until 8 April

When:  Wednesdays-Saturdays, from 12-5pm
Where:  Northbrook Pop-up Gallery (behind the Malvern Library,  
 1257 High St, Malvern)
Cost:  Free

The Stonnington History Centre's latest exhibition is on at the 
Northbrook Pop-Up Gallery. Called 'Streets where we live: From 
Crown land to conservation', it showcases some of the items in 
our collection around themes including land subdivisions, street 
re-naming and re-numbering, prominent local architects, floods, 
some demolished houses and others that have been kept or heritage 
protected, slum reclamation and high rises, and even a small 
display on the Como Project site (former site of Hecla and Electrolux 
factories).

Streets
where
we live

FROM CROWN
LAND TO 
CONSERVATION

http://www.wheelercentre.com/events/dark-emu-bruce-pascoe-and-tony-birch-in-conversation
http://www.wheelercentre.com/events/not-seen-not-heard-the-hidden-stolen-generation



